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A Life Tribute, or obituary,
for a family member or
close friend, may be

the most difficult thing

to write. This guide is
designed to help you
through this process,
whether placing it through
your funeral provider or on
your own. In a few easy
steps, you can create a
Life Story that reflects

the legacy of your loved
one and brings comfort
to those who mourn. Help
share the story of your
loved one with the world.

Create a Life Story

+ Share biographical
information and
personal stories.

+ Upload photos and
graphics.

* Provide service or
memorial information.

Tips for Writing Life Stories:

While every Life Story is as individual as the person
being memorialized, there are some basic guidelines
to keep in mind:

Be sure to include the full name as you would
like it to appear. Remember middle names,
maiden names, and any suffixes such

as Sr., Jr., M.D., etc.

Gather basic facts such as age, date of birth,
place of birth, date of death, residences,
schools attended, military service history, and
names of survivors. These will form the ‘frame’
for your Life Story.

Once you’ve gathered your basic information, add
details about the individual’s life to give readers a
glimpse into their lasting legacy.

What were his/her passions, hobbies,
or favorite pastimes?

Was he/she a member of specific organizations?
Did he/she volunteer with any organizations?

What did he/she do that touched people around
them, or made them unique?

What did he/she love?
What will you remember most?

Be sure to mention close relatives, both living
and predeceased.

Share service or memorial information - including
organizations where donations may be made in
their honor.

Last of all — focus on the life lived. Be sure the
Life Tribute reflects and celebrates the person
everyone knew and loved.



Important Reminders:

« Accuracy is very important. Be sure
names, schools, cities, etc. are spelled
correctly and that dates are correct.

+ If you are placing the Life Tribute
yourself, make sure to include the
name and telephone number of the
funeral home that is handling the
arrangements for further verification.

+ Proofread the final version carefully. It
is best to have someone else review it
as well.

Honor your loved ones by sharing their
joys, triumphs, and contributions. Also,
make sure to recognize the people who
helped shape their lives. This narrative
is the legacy of your loved one for future
generations to come.

All Life Tributes Include:

1. Print publication in your choice of
newspapers:
* Press Democrat
* Napa County Edition—Press Democrat
* Sonoma Index-Tribune
* Petaluma Argus-Courier

2. 30 days online at the
corresponding websites:
* PressDemocrat.com
* Napa County Edition
Pressdemocrat.com/napa/
+ SonomaNews.com
* Petaluma360.com

The online version of your loved one’s Life
Tribute will also have an area where family
and friends can share their condolences
and memories of their loved ones. Our
technology partner, Legacy.com, will
provide other ways to commemorate your
loved one, such as sending flowers or
making a donation in their honor.

Deadlines:

Press Democrat:

1:00 p.m. the business day before publication
(we are closed on Saturdays, Sundays,

and most major holidays)

Napa County Edition—Press Democrat:
3:00 p.m. Monday for Sunday’s paper

Sonoma Index-Tribune:
10:00 a.m. Tuesday for Friday’s paper
10:00 a.m. Friday for Wednesday’s paper

Petaluma Argus-Courier:
10:00 a.m. Tuesday for Friday’s paper



Life Tributes

Pauline Jane Smith

July 21, 1960 - January 14, 2024

In Loving Memory

Paula Doe
January 20, 1950—February 11, 2024

Life Tributes

For information on how to submit
a Life Tribute:

* Visit our submission web page at

* Call (707) 526-8694 to talk to our
Life Tributes specialist

* Send an e-mail to
L

Iﬁ?g Tributes

Walter Doe
January 20, 1950 - February 11, 2024

Walter Doe
January 20, 1950 - February 11, 2024

In Loving Memory

Walter Doe

January 20, 1950—February 11, 2024

QR Codes:

On your compatible cell phone or tablet, open the
built-in camera app. Point the camera at the QR

s fibero, o
tempor justo blandi vice. Sed

code. Tap the banner that appears to access.

Payment & Proofs:

How to Place a Paid
Life Tribute/Funeral/Death Notice:

Please utilize our self-serve website to

share your loved one’s life story, commemorate
their anniversary, or remember their birthday at:
www.pressdemocrat.com/lifetributes for all
our publications.

Readers will see your
Life Tribute at these
websites:

* PressDemocrat.com
« SonomaNews.com
* Petaluma360.com

OBITUARIES

NEWSMAKERS

or e-mail the notice to LifeTributes@Pressdemocrat.com
and include the following information:

1. Your contact name, mailing address and phone number;
2. Your email address;

3. Name of the Funeral home/mortuary/cremation service for
verification purposes;

4. Date(s) the notice is to appear and in which newspapers;

5. Typed notice as you would like it to appear (word documents
only, no PDFs);

6. A .jpg of the photo you would like to include (up to 2)

Note: Incomplete submissions may delay processing.
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Petaluma 360

Press Democrat Sonoma News

You will receive an email with a proof and details of when your Life Tribute will appear after you have completed the payment
screen. All major credit cards are accepted.

Life Tribute pricing varies based on the amount of content and photos. Minimum fees for each publication vary.

If you would like to speak directly with a representative, please call us at: 707-526-8694, Mon - Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.



